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FUNDING CHARTER-MANDATED INFRASTRUCTURE REPAIR IS A 
LEGAL REQUIREMENT AND SHOULD TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER 

NEW DISCRETIONARY  CITY PROJECTS  
 

San Diego, CA—In a memorandum to the Mayor and City Council, City Attorney Michael Aguirre 
reminded the elected officials of their Charter-mandated duty to provide funding for existing City 
infrastructure such as street, sidewalk and alley repairs, as well as maintenance for public buildings and 
parks before diverting money to new projects.  
 
“Deferring maintenance on existing City assets for years, simply means that we haven’t been taking care of 
our house,” said City Attorney Michael Aguirre. “This needs to stop.”  
 
The City Attorney’s June 24, 2008 memo recommends that the City Council immediately develop a 
proposal to be placed before voters in November, seeking to raise the necessary funding to begin repairing 
ailing City infrastructure.  Such a measure would require the support of two-thirds of the electorate.  
 
At his press conference today, the City Attorney highlighted the immensed diversion of general fund 
monies from infrastructure maintenance to newer obligations such as paying for enhanced employee 
pension benefits, Qualcomm Stadium, Petco Park and the Convention Center.   
 
For example in Fiscal Year (FY) 1999, the annual general fund outlay for the City’s pension contribution,  
retiree health  care and Qualcomm Stadium was $45 million. By FY 2009, however, that figure had 
ballooned to $243 million due to the underfunding of the pension system, the construction of Petco Park 
and expansion of the Convention Center. The amount outstanding for all those obligations is $2.5 billion 
dollars. Yet, no new revenues were ever identified to pay for these projects and programs.  
 
“Diverting that much money from the general fund does not allow the City to meet its legal obligation to 
adequately fund infrastructure repair,”said City Attorney Aguirre .  “That is why the Mayor and City 
Council need to have a series of public meetings to develop a plan to tackle this problem and place it on the 
ballot for a public vote.” 
 
To view the document, please visit www.sandiegocityattorney. org.  and click “Significant Reports and 
Legal Documents.”       
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